Hales and Heckingham Parish Council

Notice of the audit and right to inspect the Annual Governance &

Accountability Return

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2025

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S12015/234)

The audit of accounts for Hales and Heckingham Parish Council for the
year ended 31 March 2025 has been carried out but cannot be completed
for the reasons stated in the external auditor report. The accounts have
been published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for inspection
and copying by any local government elector of the area of Hales and
Heckingham Parish Council on application to:

{a) K/f?/ﬁ/é/(‘fﬂnr\//r’[‘/aﬁ%nm = [PL . Flu. ¢
£ v
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Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on
paymentof£___ (c)for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: {d) f‘%ag/% %/é—’ / |

Date of announcement: (e) 3&/’/& 5/2&@’

Notas

| Tnis notice and Sections 1, 2 & § of
the AGAR must be published by 30
| September. This must include

pubtication on the smaller

| authority’s website. The smaller
| authority must decide how long to

pubilish the Notice for; the AGAR and

| external auditsr report must be
| publicty available for Syears.

| {a} Inserithe name, position and

address of the person to whom |
local government etectors shoutd |
apply 1o Inspect the AGAR

| {b}Insert the hours during which

inspection rights may be
exercised

- it} insert areasonable sum for

Copying costs

| {d) Insert the name and position of

person piacing the notice

{e} Insert the date of placing of the
notice
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=ection 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

e acknowledge as the members of

Hales and Heckingham Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there 1s g sound system of internai control, inciuding arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements We confirm, to the hest of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that;

3

prepared fis accounting statements in accordance
| with the Accounts and Audii Regulations.
3

11, We have putin pi amangsments for sffective finaneal ;
. management during the yesr, and for the preparation of
__he accounting statermens,

‘2. We maintained an adequate sysiem of mntarnal controj ‘ | made Proper arrangements and acesplad responsibility {
| cluding messures designed to prevent and delect fraud [ 4 ¢ for safeguarding the pubii money end resources n {
. and coruption and reviewes is effisctiveness i | s chargs ¢

= R S S

3. We took all reasonable steps io sssure ourselves i ! has only done what it has the legal powsr ic do and has
| that there are no matters of aciual or polential i ; complied with Praper Practicss in doing so
non-cempliance with laws, egulations and Proper

! . : i : ¥
Practices that could have s significant financial affect
on the abilily of this authordty to conduct fts

| business or manage its finances

'4, s provided proper opporivnity during the year for diring the year gave alf 87300s inferasied the opportunity o
ihe exsrcise of eleciors’ fights in accordance with the o ; nspect and ask gquestions about this authorly s accounis

. reguirements of the Accounis and Audit Regulations i i

| 8. W carmied out an assessment of e risks facing this [ | considersd ang documentsd the financial and other risks i
authority and took approprizie steps in manages thoss SV faces and dsalt with Hhem properiy
risks, including s introduction of internal conirols andfor : :

- exiernal insurance cover whiers requirad, i

&, We mamizined troughout the year an adequate ang i . i arranged for 2 competeni person independent of the financial i

| effective system of internal augit of the accounting v . conirols and procediures, fo Give an objective view on whether |
records and control systems | Internal conlrols meet the nesds of ihis smazlier author {

7. We took anpropriate action on aff matiers raised v | : Tesponded fo matiers brought io s attention by iniem,

| inreports from Intemal and external audit, i i | external audit

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or : f | disclosed everything it should have about its business aclivity

| commitments, avents or iransactions, occurming sither i | during the vear including events taking placa after the Year
during or sfier the yearend, have a financial impact on & ! end if refevant

this authority and, where appropriate, have included them |
| inthe accounting statemsnis, !

19, {For local councils anly} Trust funds inciuding
chasitable In our capacity as the sols managing
trustee we discharged our accountability

. responsibilities for the fund(s)/assats. Including

| financial reporting and if required, independant

- =xamination or gudit,

*Please provide explanations to fhe external auditor on g separaie shest for sach e response and describe

how the authority will address the weaknesses identified, These sheets must ba published with the Annual
Bovernanoe Staternent

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at g Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meaiing where
meeting of the authority on approval was given

0710712025 -
¥
and recorded as minute reference e (,%[%?‘f h g‘/‘/ML
AHGAR Clerk /%2;/

wvm,haéesaﬂa‘h&ckiﬁghamp&gw.usa
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

Hales and Heckingham Parish Coungii

1. Saia brouht

| and assets

- Totai b&lahcs»s and resorves ai the

beginning of the year

forward 15,414 28,287 as recorded in the financial records Vaiue must agree to
Ty ey S B B Box 7 of previous year . N
¢ 2. {+) Pracept or Rates znd _ Total amount of precept {or for iDBs rates and Jevies)
' Levies 11,800 12,047 received or receivabie in the year Exclude any grants
2. {+) Total other receipis . Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook jess
- 8,139 19,823 the precept or ratesfievies received (line 2} Inciude any
: 7 ' 1 , grants received N ) ) -
. 4. {-) Siaff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
3.656 4 471 of all employeses Inciude gross salaries and wages,
¥ . employers NI confribisions, employers pension
» - contrbutions, graiuities and severance paymenis. o
5. {} Loan interest/capital - Tolal expenditure or paymenis of capiital and interest
rgpaymenis } made during the year on the authority’s borrowings fif any} -
8. {-} All other payments o W T ‘i‘bfé) expenddurearpayments as recsfﬂed }?3 fh& cash— .
3,210 4,471 book jess staf costs {line 4} and joan interest/capital
7. (=) Balances carried — Total balances and ressrves at the end of the year iust
forward 28,287 ' equal (1+2+3] - (4+5+5)
r ‘STToig véiﬁébf cash and o By 'Tbe suimn of ali '(':u}rent and aeposiz‘ bank accounts, cash
i short term investments 0 O holdings and short term investments field as al 31 March -
- e Toagree with bank reconciliation, et
| 8. Total fixed assets plus ‘ . The vaiue of all the properiy the authority owns — i is made
| long term investments 123,632 123,832 up of alt its fixed assets and long term investments as af

0. Total bormwi}ags -

tia. Disclosure e Trust funds
{including chariiable)
b, Disclosure note re Trust funds
- V{‘igcriuﬁiﬂg ‘charimme_}

1 cariify that for the year ended 37 March 2025 the Accounting |
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accouniability
Return have been prepared on either a receipls and paymenis |
or income and expenditire basis following the guidancs in
Governance and Accountability for Smailer Authorities — a
Praciitioners’ Guide 1o Proper Practices and present farly

the financial position of this authority
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer

before being
presevted to the authorly for approval

Daie » 7/’;72‘;‘?3“

. The owistanding capital balance as at 31 March of all joans |
W from third parties {including PWLB)

The Coungil, as 2 boéy corporats, acé‘s as sole frustes and
is responsibie for managing Trust funds or asssts i

he figures in the accouniing statements above
| exclude any T_msi _i:ansgg?;‘iqns,

{ confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

0710772025

as racorded in minute reference

AGAR

Signed by Chair of the meeling
Statements were approved

A

where the Accounting

Annual Governance and
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25
In respect of Hales and Heckingham Parish Council - NO0202

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a fimited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — hitps://www.nao.ora.uk/code-auddit-
practicelquidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authorily is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
systemn of intemal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and
» confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2024/25

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and Accountability Return (AGAR). in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come 1o our atiention giving cause for concem that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Please see below

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The smaller authority has submitted its AGAR and supporting documentation prior to 30 September 2025; however, we have not been
notified of the dates set by the authority for the exercise of public fights and are therefore unable to complete our review work to enable
the smaller authority to publish the required documentation in line with statutory requirements. Please note, we are not able to ceriify
completion of our review until such time as we have been notified of the public nights peniod and that period has expired. Once we can
confirm the public rights period has expired and completed our review a final report will be provided with the certificate of completion
detailing any gualifications and ‘other matters

Our fee note for the limited assurance review will be issued when we certify completion.

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2025.

We do not certify completion because:

We have not been able to complete our review work in time to enable the smaller authonty to publish the required documentation in line
with statutory requirements.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature

Date 24/09/2025
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